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“Pressing On To Maturity!” 				   Study #3


(1 Corinthians 2:1--3:9)








	The church at Corinth has problems.  God wants it united, but it is divided.  God wants it to experience love in the midst of diversity, but it is splitting off into factions.





	In the first chapter of First Corinthians, the apostle Paul gave the Christians in Corinth some powerful reasons for moving toward each other.  Among those reasons are the following:





They had all been saved by Jesus and baptized in His Name;


They had all embraced the same Gospel message, which the world believed to be foolish and weak, but which they knew to be wise and strong;


They were all equally and totally needy before God.





	Those commonalities should have convinced the first century believers to love each other and to live as one.  However, Paul didn’t drop the topic of unity at the end of chapter 1.  He continued to hammer away at the problem of factions.





	This morning, we’ll see that there was an underlying spiritual condition in the church that actually prevented them from enjoying unity, which, in turn, prevented them from being the dynamic, healthy, vibrant, life-changing, community-impacting church God intended them to be.  





	Today, the same commonalities exist among us at Northwest that existed in the church at Corinth!  We have been saved by Jesus and baptized in His Name.  We have embraced the same Gospel.  We have the same total need for God.





	Do the same problems exist?  Is there disunity?  Are there fractured relationships?  Is there party-spirit?  Is there a dismissive attitude toward certain ministries, or toward certain people?  Could it be that the same underlying spiritual condition that was keeping Corinth from enjoying unity is plaguing us here?  Is it possible that if this underlying condition were addressed, we might become more the dynamic, healthy, vibrant, life-changing, community-impacting church God intends us to be?





	Let’s explore the text and see if that might be the case - and then see what we might do about it.





	Before we even get to the second chapter of First Corinthians, let me remind you of some historical background which will prove helpful in understanding the passage for this morning.





Paul’s Presence In Corinth (vv. 1-5)





Paul’s Experience in Athens (background from Acts 17:15-34)





	Do you remember the circumstances that brought Paul to the city of Corinth?  He had been visiting city after city with the good news of the Gospel.  From Philippi to Thessalonica to Berea, he and Silas and Timothy watched the hand of God, participated in healings, saw lives turned around, planted churches - and were rejected, ridiculed, persecuted and thrown in jail.





	Things got so dangerous in the city of Berea that Silas and Timothy sent Paul ahead to Athens by himself.  In Athens he encountered the stiffest opposition yet, on Mars Hill at the Areopagus, the cultural and philosophical pinnacle of the first century world.





	Paul took them on.  He preached his heart out to these intellectuals.  He laid the groundwork by telling them of God the Creator and then he pointed them to Christ as the answer to mankind’s sin problem.  He said that forgiveness comes only through Jesus.  God will judge the world.  And the only way to be on the right side of that judgment is to side with Jesus, whom God raised from the dead.





	At the mention of the resurrection, most of those in the audience sneered at him.  He had lost credibility with many of those reputed to be the “wise ones” by mentioning such a concept as resurrection, while others whispered, “We’ll hear you again concerning this.”





	A small work began in Athens and Paul stayed there for a while.  But it wasn’t long before he left Athens to travel the short distance to Corinth, again, alone.  Now, given that reception in Athens, what frame of mind do you figure he was in when he arrived in Corinth?





	Bubbly?  Confident?  Listen to Paul himself tell the tale.





Characteristics of Paul’s Corinthian Ministry (vv. 1-3)





	The message Paul brought to Corinth





	“And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom”





	He had just been with the most educated thinkers and the most skilled speakers in the Greek world in Athens.  But he didn’t try to WOW! the Corinthians with fancy verbal footwork or rhetoric or eloquence.





	The custom of the day required that when well-known orators entered a city they would give flowery speeches in praise of the city and of their own personal achievements.  Not Paul.





	Back in verse 17 of the first chapter, Paul had reminded his readers that Christ had not sent him to baptize, but to preach the Gospel, clearly and plainly, simply, without cleverness and without being cute.





	That is exactly what he had done in Corinth.�  When he came to Corinth, he didn’t try to be cute.  The Gospel is a powerful message.  It is “the testimony of God”� and Paul let God’s testimony stand on its own merits.





	Prior to arriving in Corinth�, Paul had already determined what would be the scope and sequence of his preaching ministry.  There wouldn’t be many sermon outlines to compose.  He had one message and he was committed to bringing it over and over again.





	“For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.”�





	The cross is the “crux” of the Gospel.  It is the heart of the Gospel.  That was what the people of Corinth needed to hear, so that was the message Paul brought with him.





	That was his ministry strategy.  And what was his emotional state when he arrived in Corinth?  Listen again.





	The state of mind Paul brought to Corinth





	“And I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling.”�





	It is not often that we think of the apostle Paul as characterized by weakness and fear. I don’t usually picture Paul shaky at the knees.  But then, maybe we should re-think our picture of Paul?  That is where he says he was when he entered the city.  In fact, when we listen to his self-descriptions in almost any of his letters, we hear much the same terminology used.  I am personally becoming more and more convinced that Paul was not the bombastic, self-confident, “my way or the highway” man he is often assumed to be.  He had personal insecurities, self-doubts, and internal wrestling matches - just like you and me.�





	So, he was weak, maybe from the rigors of travel and the demands placed on him as an apostle.  He was fearful and trembling, perhaps as a carryover from his experiences in the cities he had visited.





	While his demeanor came with the price tag of having been mistreated and abused, it was also useful for God’s purposes.  Paul knew that and says as much in verses 4-5.





True Faith Rests on the Power of God, NOT the Wisdom of Men! (vv. 4-5)





	“And my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.” (vv. 4-5)





	The apostle Paul wanted the Corinthians to place their trust in the power of the Gospel, so, he got out of the way that the Gospel could be released in all of its miracle-producing might.





	We know that Paul’s ministry - indeed the ministries of the early church, generally - were accompanied by various signs.  These included speaking in other languages, performing miracles of healing and exorcisms and other works of power.  And it may very well be that these are some of what Paul has in mind when he mentions “demonstrations of the Spirit and of power” and “the power of God.”





	But I don’t think those works of power were the main things on his mind as he wrote.  I firmly believe that the main things on Paul’s mind were:





the power of God seen in the cross and the resurrection of Jesus;


the power of God seen in His ability to forgive sins;


the power of God seen in His having turned lives around;


the power of God seen in uniting people of various backgrounds into one Body of Christ, one church.


the power of God to take his words and use them to constrain people to place their trust in Christ for salvation.





	I believe that these are the works of power that God continues to do today.  He is in the business of forgiving sins, changing lives, uniting people in Jesus.  And for us, as for the church at Corinth, this wonder-working power of God is where our faith must lie.





	Now, having just spent several paragraphs detailing that the message of the Gospel is apparently neither strong nor wise (as the world counts strength and wisdom), Paul reverses himself and says that there IS a wisdom to God’s Gospel.





The Message Paul Preached - And Those Who “Get It” (vv. 6-13)





Characteristics of the Message (vv. 6-8)





	“[The wisdom of which Paul speaks is] a wisdom, however, not of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom, which God predestined before the ages to our glory�; the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;” (vv. 6b-8)





	The wisdom of the Gospel, though, and the life it prescribes is not a message tied to this or any age.  It is timeless.  It isn’t linked to any certain demographic grouping.  It is universal and trans-cultural.  It is not linked to this or any geographic area.  It is [from] out of this world!





	Nobody on planet earth made up the Gospel.  It came from Heaven.  In fact, it isn’t the kind of message a man would have made up if he could have.  Nor, if he could have thought it up, would he have!


	The Gospel was so misunderstood that when the rulers of the Roman and Jewish world had the opportunity to kill Jesus, they took it, not realizing that He was the Lord of Glory!�





	The reason the message has not been understood is because, as Paul tells us in verse 7, it is a mystery,





	“Mystery” as the word is used here, has about it nothing of the “mysterious” in our sense of the word.  It does not signify a puzzle which a man might find difficult to solve.  “Mystery” signifies a secret which man is incapable of knowing.





	It is a secret which God has now been pleased to reveal.  The mystery, the secret, is the glory of the Gospel!





	Christ crucified and resurrected, the Good News that faith in the finished work of Jesus alone is sufficient to save, is the key that unlocks the door to the mysteries and the blessings of God.





	That is the idea of verse 9!





Promise of the Message (v. 9)





	“‘THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD,


	AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN,�


	ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.’” (v. 9)





	And, believe it or not, this verse is NOT a reference to Heaven.  It is a description of the plans of God for a believer’s life on earth.  Paul loosely quotes Isaiah 64:4, a text that draws attention to the totally unexpected grace God bestows on those who love Him.  Christians understand that receiving and believing the Gospel message means ABUNDANT LIFE right here and right now.





	And Paul speaks in the superlative.  He writes of the reality that there is always something more in store for us from the hand of God than we would have ever dreamed possible!  More blessing, more fullness, more abundance, more joy, more love, more impact, more purpose, more meaning.





	No matter what your experience of Christ RIGHT NOW, there is always something MORE!  You will never reach the point where you will say, “Jesus, I’ve gotten all from You I could ever want.  My relationship with you and my enjoyment of You has reached the pinnacle.”  Nope.  There is more.  Press on!!





	To this point, we have seen that the “wisdom from God” is viewed by the world as foolishness and, in fact, is not of this world.  This wisdom consists of seeing that life is found in the message of the Gospel, which is the word of the cross.  This wisdom sees that the Gospel unleashes the power of God.





	Paul explains how we Christians have been able access this “wisdom from God.”





Those Who “Get” the Message (vv. 6a, 10-13)





	“Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature�.....For to us God revealed them� through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man, which is in him?� Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world,� but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us by God, which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.” (vv. 6a, 10-13)





	It is a wisdom that is received by revelation.  It is not something that somebody “figures out.”





	If someone you know has come to the conclusion that Jesus is Lord, that life is to be found in Jesus, that there is no more powerful force on earth than the Gospel of Jesus, you can mark it down with certainty that God revealed it to them!





	When did He reveal this wisdom to them:  When they became a Christian.  Why do I say that?  Because every person receives the Holy Spirit at the moment of their conversion, and the Holy Spirit (the third person of the Trinity) is the One who reveals the things of God to the human heart!





	Nobody knows what you are thinking, except you.  The most skilled counselor on earth can’t really KNOW unless you tell him or her what you are thinking.  Your husband or wife of ten, twenty, thirty years or more can’t really KNOW unless you tell them.  YOU (your “spirit,” in the language used here) are the only one who knows what you are thinking.





	As with man, so with God.  The Spirit plumbs the depths of the mind of God and is the Agent of revelation.�





	How did Paul get to know these mysteries?  God revealed them to him.  That is what he says in verses 10 and 12.





	Now, it may be true that Paul received the truth directly from the Holy Spirit, without a human intermediary, but that is not what is being stressed here.  He says, “For to US God revealed them” implying that however the “us” received the truth is the means God characteristically uses to impart truth to His people.  And God’s truth is typically learned “person to person.”  What this passage tells us is that whenever the truth is believed, it is because the Holy Spirit has confirmed and cemented that truth in the heart of the recipient.





	Then, Paul says, “which things we also speak.” (v. 13) When a Spirit-taught man learns truth, he passes it on.  Paul trusted that the truth he had learned from the Spirit would be accompanied by Spirit-produced conviction in the hearts of his hearers when he taught.





	And that is what happens to you, as a believer in Jesus, when you hear God’s truth.  The Spirit confirms it.  He cements it.  You say (or think) “Amen!” to it, not because you, in your independent wisdom figured it out, but because the Holy Spirit has communicated to your spirit that what you are hearing is TRUTH.





	BUT, not everybody says or thinks “Amen!” when we say, “Jesus is Lord” or “Life is Jesus” “The Gospel is powerful for changing lives!”  When the wisdom of God is spoken, why do some not respond with enthusiastic agreement?





	There are two possible reasons and Paul mentions them in turn.  First, listen as I read verse 14.





Those Who Don’t “Get It” - And Why (vv. 14-16; 3:1-4)





The NATURAL MAN Doesn’t “Get It” (vv. 14-16)





	“Nature” doesn’t give the equipment necessary to grasp spiritual truth





	“But a natural� man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.” (v. 14)





	In Classical Greek thought, the “natural man” was the expression used to denote man under the control of his reason.  The natural man is not necessarily a gross sinner or a sensualist.  He may be brilliant, moral, philanthropic, athletic and kind.  But he is not born again.





	His world view is bordered by the world.  He can’t see beyond the world’s horizons to eternity or infinity.  He doesn’t know God through faith in Christ.  Nature is all he’s got going for him, and as helpful as nature can be, nature doesn’t equip a person to grasp spiritual truth.





	And, the “natural man” is no more competent to judge spiritual truths (like the Gospel’s truths) than is a man who is tone-deaf able to criticize music or a man who is color-blind able to judge art.





	The Spirit of God is the Spirit of Christ crucified.  The wisdom taught by the Spirit is the word of the cross.  And the word of the cross is, to the natural man, foolishness.  It inverts the values by which he lives.





	To the natural mind, the idea that God worked redemptively through the tragedy of the cross, and that He meant for Jesus to die on the cross and that now there is salvation in no one else but Jesus, is too incredible to believe.





	The reason that the natural man doesn’t understand the message of the Spirit is that he CAN’T understand it.  It is foolishness to him.  He doesn’t have a category for this kind of truth.  He needs to have it revealed to him!





	By way of contrast, the man who has the Spirit of Christ CAN understand God’s truth.





	The spiritual man has the mind of Christ!





	“But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no man.  For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE SHOULD INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ.” (vv. 15-16)





	In these two verses, Paul makes several comments, all of which are worthy of comment, and all of which are commented on in all of the commentaries!


	The man with the Spirit (“he who is spiritual”) has the capacity to appraise and evaluate and understand all things - spiritual and natural.  He is amphibious, having the ability to understand the water world of natural truth and the fresh air truths of spiritual revelation.





	When Paul says that the spiritual man is appraised by no man, I believe he means something similar to what he says over in chapter 4, verse 3.  Others may evaluate him, but that evaluation means little to him, since he knows that ultimately the Lord is going to evaluate him!





	When Paul writes, “Who has known the mind of the Lord, that he should instruct Him” he was quoting Isaiah 40:13, a verse about knowing the mind of YHWH.  Paul equates YHWH here, with Jesus Christ, an amazing affirmation of the deity of Jesus.





	And all of this is very important and interesting.  But the most important thing out of verses 15 and 16 for our purposes this morning is the last sentence.  “But we have the mind of Christ.” �





	Paul does not mean that the Christian is able to understand all the thoughts of the Second Person of the Trinity.  But he does mean that the Spirit who dwells within us, reveals Christ to us.  





	Paul means that in possessing God the Spirit, we have access to the perspective, the mindset, the priorities and values, the worldview of God the Son.  WOW!





	We can hear spiritual truth, accept it and assimilate it because the Holy Spirit who takes the things of Christ and confirms their truthfulness to us, is in us.





	Not having the Holy Spirit is one reason a person might not receive spiritual truth.  But there is another reason.  Paul mentions it in verses 1-4 of chapter 3.





The “Fleshly Man” (3:1-4)





	“Still babies, after all these years” (What a tragedy!)





	“And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to babes in Christ.  I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it.�  Indeed, even now you are not yet able, for you are still fleshly.” (vv. 1-3a)�





	Here, Paul remembers his days in Corinth.  He recalls the spiritual condition of the believers there during his eighteen months stay and tells them NOW that there were certain things he didn’t tell them THEN.  Why?  Because at that time they had been babes in Christ.





	While he was with them, there wasn’t that much difference between them as Christians and them as “men of flesh.”�  They hadn’t progressed much.  Now that was not surprising.  After conversion, there is a lot of stuff still hanging on to people.





	Old habits die hard.  Old thought patterns take time to shake.  Ways of viewing the world and life that took decades to form don’t automatically get washed away when our sins are washed away.  We are all works in progress.





	And when Paul had been with them in Corinth, the Corinthian Christians had been quite immature in their faith.  Paul didn’t say that they were “men of flesh” but that he had to speak to them (in some ways) as if they were.  He certainly couldn’t speak to them as to mature men.  He had to feed them “milk and not solid food.”





	None of us begrudge a baby who acts like a baby.  Babies are supposed to be and act immaturely.  However, if a teenager begins to act like a baby, we are concerned.  If an adult throws a tantrum, we are concerned.





	And that was what was happening in Corinth as Paul wrote.  These Christians weren’t ready for solid food - but they should have been.  Paul wanted to give it to them, and believes that they should have been able to receive it by this time.  But they couldn’t receive it because they hadn’t yet “grown up.”





	I love babies.  They are cute and cuddly.  They are completely dependent on their parents for everything.  They are powerless.  They can’t do anything by themselves.  They have to be fed, wiped, bathed and clothed.  





	Yet babies are powerful in their powerlessness!  They have the ability to attract the attention of everyone in a room - without even meaning to do so.  Either by their cuteness or their crabbiness, a baby will center attention on itself.  That is the other thing about babies.  As cute as they are, they are completely self-centered.





	The Corinthians were baby Christians.  I know that it is impossible to put a time frame on these things, but I am going to make a “time” comment anyway.  I find it fascinating to note that Paul had been gone from them for three and a half years when he wrote First Corinthians.�  They weren’t culpable for their acting like babies when he had been with them.  They were culpable for acting like babies, now, 3.5 years later.  They had passed the cute and cuddly stage some time ago.  Now, they were just “fleshly.”  Now, they just exhibited all the negative attributes of babyhood - mainly, self-centeredness.





	And how was that self-centeredness manifested at Corinth?  His accusation that they are fleshly is made specific with the naming of certain sins: “jealousy” and “strife.”


	“Which side [of the church] are you on, boy?” (What a question!)





	“For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?  For when one says, ‘I am of Paul,’ and another, ‘I am of Apollos,’ are you not mere men?” (vv. 3b-4)





	Both phenomena are relational.  I can’t be jealous and I can’t have strife by myself.  I need you to have that.





	I become jealous when I want to have what you have.  Jealousy is twin to envy and greed - appetites with which babies are very familiar.  In a baby, it is not sinful.  In a grown-up it is both baby-ish and sinful.





	Strife is just as relational - and just as sinful.  It can arise when I don’t get my own way.  We expect babies to cry when they aren’t fed when they want to be fed, or when they aren’t changed when they think they need to be changed.  When I become porcupine prickly with you because you have a different idea about how to do something than I do, I am being baby-ish.  If you put up relational barriers toward someone because they are opposing your way of doing things, you are being baby-ish.





	Relational problems like jealousy and strife were taking over the church at Corinth and it was seen in the party spirit that had developed there.





	Jealousy and strife are what can be expected in the world and among babies, but it is not to be the case among Christians.





	Christians are to be those who work through issues and don’t dodge them.  They are to lovingly work toward resolution in the pursuit of a common goal.  They are to recognize diversity in the church and thank God for it.  They are to love the person who has different ideas, and, if they don’t embrace the ideas, they embrace the person and that person’s right to have a different idea.





	That wasn’t happening at Corinth - and there are places where it isn’t happening here at Northwest.  To all Christians present (Corinthian and otherwise) Paul concludes with this one thought:  The people and the means employed in the church are all secondary to GOD.  The point in all church stuff is GOD.





GOD Is The Point! (vv. 5-9)





	“What then is Apollos?  And what is Paul?  Servants� through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one.  I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.  So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth.  Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward� according to his own labor.  For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.” (vv. 5-9)





	The antidote to the jealousy and strife that was ripping the church at Corinth apart was a recognition that everything is about God, and that the real work being done in the church is being accomplished by God.





	Paul planted and Apollos watered - but neither could make the plant grow!  God causes the growth.  You and I - we are bit players.  Center stage belongs to God.  It is amazing how jealousy and strife and party spirit and disunity melt away when the focus shifts from self to God.








Conclusion:





	Babies will never make that shift.  Only believers who are pressing on to maturity will be willing to make that shift from self to God.





	“Pressing on to maturity” means that you are increasingly seeing yourself as a part of God’s larger plan.  You have been invited to be “God’s fellow-worker” in ministry.  But it is always and only God who is causing growth in the people around you.  You are growing and cooperating with His grace, but it is always and only God who is bringing forth fruit and causing growth in you.  In the end, the only One who receives glory is God!


	That’s meaty.  That’s not milk.  And I don’t mind serving that meat to you this morning.  I think you’re ready for it.  I think we, as a church, are ready for meat.





	The nourishment that a baby takes in and the nourishment a grown-up takes in differ in degree, but not in kind.  They both eat food.  Grown up food is tastier and there is more variety to it, but babies still take in “food.”





	Baby food is tailor made for no teeth and digestive tracts not fully formed.  Grown up food is harder to chew and harder to swallow.  But both babies and grownups take in food.





	What is the difference between “milk” and “solid food” as Paul uses the terms in 1 Corinthians?  There is debate about that in the Christian world.  Some think milk is “how-to’s” and meat is DOCTRINE.  I have heard some say that milk is APPLICATION and meat is weightier THEOLOGY.





	I don’t buy it.  The “milk” that a baby Christian needs is the word of the cross, the Gospel.  Jesus loves you.  Jesus died for you.  Your sins are forgiven.





	The “solid food” that a Christian who is mature needs is the word of the cross, the Gospel - with all the implications that arise from the Gospel.  Jesus loves you - so you can love others.  Jesus died for you - now, lay down your life for others.  Your sins are forgiven - be a forgiver.





	Tough to chew on?  Hard to swallow?  You bet.  Meaty.  Beginners in Christ don’t need meat.  They need the pure milk that nourishes them.





	But as time passes, God serves up portions of meat and potatoes to growing Christians.  Demands for discipleship.  Requirements for servanthood.  Mandates to love.  Movement away from self-centeredness.





	And every one of those hearty meals is seasoned with the Gospel.  The cross is behind it all.





	There are no problems at Northwest that wouldn’t be resolved in a week if we would realize that God is on center stage and we aren’t the point.


	If you have only been a Christian for a few weeks or months, enjoy the milk!  Lap it up!





	But, if you have been a Christian for years, the challenge to you this morning is to move from milk to solid food.  Give up baby-ish ways.  Get the focus off of yourself, your agenda, your fulfillment.  Press on to maturity.


�  Paul is not contrasting his evangelistic methods in Corinth with that which he employed elsewhere, but with that which others employed in Corinth.


� Preaching the Gospel is not delivering edifying discourses, beautifully put together.  It is bearing witness to what God has done in Christ for man’s salvation.


�  And perhaps because of his experience in Athens?


� Some have suggested that when he was in Athens, he did try to use superiority of speech and tried to “fight fire with fire” speaking the language of the philosophers on Mars Hill.


� David Lowery does not think that Paul was shaken by his experience in Athens, but is simply articulating his dependence on God. (Bible Knowledge Commentary)


�  Three times in Acts (18:11; 23:11; 27:24) Paul received encouragement from the Lord.  Is it possible that there was something in his temperament that required this repeated encouragement?  Or, given the extremity of His circumstances, do these special encouragements speak more to God’s love than Paul’s neediness?


� The Gospel is no afterthought.  It was something planned in the mind of God from before the world began. Interesting, too, that Paul should add the phrase, “to our glory” basically equivalent to “for our benefit/good.”  From before the creation of the world, God was concerned with the welfare of His people.


�   “Lord of Glory” - loftiest title ever given to Jesus! (Morris)


�  “Heart” stands for the whole of a man’s inner life, including thought and will as well as emotions.


�  Here, Paul uses the term “mature” to refer to the Christian, to the one who has the Spirit.  He is not at this point “grading” Christians as being mature or immature, although he does in chapter 3.  He is simply saying that the Spirit has revealed truth to all those who have come to know Christ by faith.  “Mature” (or an equally appropriate translation, “perfect”) is another way to speak of a believer.


�  “God revealed them” - all potential for boasting is gone


� The question does not imply that nothing can be known of God.  Only that what is known about Him is known through revelation by the Spirit.


� There is a “spirit of the world” which we have not received.  Some think that this “spirit of the world” is Satan.  I doubt it.  Paul is likely referring to a human wisdom that is not sourced in, nor does it seek for, God.


� Interesting, too, to whom the Holy Spirit chose to reveal His secrets of God.  Not to the learned philosophers, but to the “not many wise, not many mighty, not many noble” (1:26) Christians!





� This is the only time in Paul’s writings he refers to a man by the term “natural.”  Yet, it is pretty clear what he means.  He means a person who is not saved.


� Some have wondered what group Paul has in mind when he refers to “we” in verse 16.  Does he mean “me” or “me and the other apostles” or “all spiritually-minded Christians” or “all Christians”?  Personal opinion is that he means ALL CHRISTIANS.


� Check out Hebrews 5:11-14, for a parallel passage.


� Three very important words in vv. 1-3.  In v. 1 we have “spiritual” (pneumatikos), which means “having a nature in which spirit predominates, in which the human spirit is united with the Spirit of God.”  Also in v. 1 there is “carnal/men of flesh” (sarkinos) which renders a Greek word meaning “made of flesh” or “having a nature in which the fleshly qualities still predominate; Paul had to speak to the Corinthian Christians as if they were men of flesh.  Then, in v. 3 there is “fleshly” (sarkikos) which is a more distinctly ethical term meaning, “having the characteristics of the flesh” or “carnally minded.  The former (sarkinos) carried no reproach when applied to those who are still in their spiritual infancy.  The latter (sarkikos) marks a low standard of worldly behavior.


�  “Flesh” is used by Paul often in a moral and ethical sense.


� He left Corinth September 52 letter written in Spring, 56.


� Paul and Apollos are ministers/servants (word originally used to denote a table waiter).


� Reward - the idea occurs throughout First Corinthians.
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